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D. WHITMAN 


PAUL RADENBERG: The time is 1441 hours, and this is Paul Radenberg 
with the Fire Department, City of New York. I’m conducting an interview with... 
DANIEL WHITMAN: Dan Whitman, Battalion 31, shield number 5300, 

EMS FDNY. 

Q: Okay, Mr. Whitman is an Emergency Medical Technician. We are 


conducting this interview regarding the events of September 11,2001 at EMS 


Battalion 51. 
A: 31. 
Q: Correction, 31. Okay, start basically, with, you know, making your way 


down to the Trade Center. You were off duty? 

A: | was off duty, | made my way down to Ground Zero. | was directed by 
Police Officers and Traffic Officers to stop by the Battalion station, cause they 
wouldn't let me walk all the way down to Ground Zero originally. And | was 
down at the battalion station, | think it was on Warren Street. One of those cross 
streets by Ground Zero. They just had a plethora of people there. People from 
all over the Eastern Seaboard. They had medics from Connecticut and tons of 
people down there, there was lots of people there. | was directed to go to South 
Ferry. There at South Ferry, it had even more people with very little patience. | 
was down there for a significant amount of time. Then I was directed down to 
Ground Zero to treat people. There were firefighters right on site with saline and 


Visene for our eyes. And, | don’t know, | spent about 15 hours there. 
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Q: Okay, the first station that you stopped at, that was a temporary aid 
station? 

A: Yes. 

Q: When you were on your way down there, and that was somewhere around 


Warren Street, right? 

A Warren Street, right. Warren Street if | recall. 

Q Okay, do you remember who sent you from Warren Street to South Ferry? 
A: | couldn’t tell you, all | know is that they outranked me. 

Q Was it a fire officer, EMS? 

A It was EMS. He was wearing a blue jacket, it looked like an EMS coat. So 

I guess it was EMS. 

Q: Okay, and then, when you got down to South Ferry, who sent you up from 
South Ferry? 

A: It’s not that | was sent up, | couldn’t go home anyway, so | got released 
there, and that’s where | spent the majority of my time, at South Ferry. | signed 

off that | was leaving. I was going through, | got to Ground Zero, and there | was 
directed to treat the patients with Visene and saline, just to clear their eyes, the 
firefighters. 

Q: Who gave you that direction? Do you remember? 


A: Um, | think it was a doctor down there. There was a doctor down there, 


D. WHITMAN 

cause the firefighters were just coming up with the same thing, stuff in their eyes. 
So they just said we should have people down there, | talked to the medics down 
there, the army guys, | went down with them. The chief medical officer on scene 
told us all to go back. | don’t know who he was. He was in a firefighter outfit. 

So after that | was on about my 15" hour, | was getting tired. | walked all the 

way down from the Bronx to get there. That’s about when | went home. 

Q: Do you remember seeing any EMS personnel that you recognized that had 
come in from home in civilian clothes, rather than in uniform? 

A: None that | can recall like that. The only one that | did see was Gary 
Smiley, that | know by name and face. He had a bunch of people in his 
ambulance with him who | could tell you who they were by face, but by name | 
couldn’t really help you out. But Gary Smiley’s the one | really know by name 
and face. 

Q: Okay, did, while you were down there, what point in the job do you 
remember getting down there? Were you down there between the plane impact 


and the towers coming down? 


A: As the tower was coming down, the second tower. 

Q: As the second tower came down? 

A: Yes, that’s when | got down there. 

Q: Do you remember where you were down there when the second tower 


came down? 
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A: I was a couple of blocks away. | was close enough for the cloud of smoke 


to come over me, but, | didn’t really feel the direct debris. So three blocks maybe. 


Q: So, still north of the trade center? 
A: I think so. 
Q: Okay, and, you did say before when we were talking that you made your 


way down with a marine? 

A: Yes. From... there was an armory. And | heard over 1010 WINS that all 
military personnel report to the nearest armory. I’m in the military, so | went over 
there. And when I got there, that’s when the second plane hit. | was released 
from there because it was a National Guard Unit, and I’m a Reserve Unit. So the 
Marine and I, we know each other, we decided to go down to Ground Zero, make 


our way down there. 


Q: You don’t remember his name by chance? 
A: Uh, no. | can tell you what he looks like. Hahaha. 
Q: Okay, in your travel from the first aid station up on Warren Street, down 


to South Ferry, how did you make that trip? That was on foot or...? 


A: On foot, yeah. 
Q: It was walking? 
A: Yeah, actually walking, and maybe 3 or 4 blocks we got picked up by 


Long Island College, they have this ambulance they call the “Beast.” It’s justa 


really big ambulance and awkward looking. They picked us up for a couple 
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blocks. Me, the Marine, a doctor, and 2 nurses. They picked us all up, cause we 
were all travelling down together. Then they took them down to South Ferry, and 
we got dropped off at the aid station on Warren. Around that area. So it’s about 


two or three blocks. 


Q: Okay, so really other than Gary Smiley, no other EMS names that you 
recognize? 

A: The faces I recognize, not the names 

Q: Okay, any other thoughts or impressions on the job? Anything that makes 


it stand out? 

A: Well, an event that kind of stands out, it was weird to me for the Chief 
Medical Officer to tell me and the other people treating the firefighters on site 
when they were just walking up to get their eyes washed out, it’s just a simple 
saline solution to wash their eyes out to continue working, for them to get sent all 
the way up there when you could have people on site. | don’t know, he was under 
a lot of stress, I’m not knocking what he did, but that didn’t make sense to me. It 
was a little chaotic, but we weren’t prepared for a situation like this, there’s 
nothing you can really say, but that would be my only thing. 

Q: Okay, just to clarify it a little bit, you were at the Warren Street station 
when the second tower came down? 


A: No, | was on my way to Warren Street. 
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You were on your way? Still on your way? 


Q: 
A: 
First | saw people running, and then | saw the cloud behind them. And that’s 


Yeah, I was only a few blocks away and the smoke cloud came through. 


when | started running. 


Q: Everybody was running... 


A: But it was, | don’t know....oh, another thing that | found odd about this, 
it’s a sad comparison...but it was like a video game. Cause every once in a while 
you'd walk a couple blocks, and on the corner, covered in debris and soot, if you 
didn’t walk into it, there was supplies. Like you know, there was supplies, 
different stations, different areas, just sitting there. No one knew what they were 
Like, pallets of water, but nobody knew they were there. You know? Nobody 
knew. You had to like, kick off the dirt, or pick up stuff. That’s the only thing | 


found weird, that was kind of weird. Other than that, that’s it | guess. 


A: Okay, the time is now 1450 hours, interview is concluded. 


